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“O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come .. .” 
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have 
you read 
them yet? 


THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE 

(New Testament) $4.95, 37A259 

This national best seller is the complete authori- 
tative translation of the New Testament into vivid, 
vigorous current English. “To read it is like reading 
the great story for the first time.” —Lfe magazine. 


EGERMEIER’S STORIES of 

GREAT MEN and WOMEN 

revised by Z. Anderson, $2.50, 10E342 

One of America’s best known writers of religious 
materials takes a look back into the history and 
the biographies of famous personalities who have 
contributed a great deal to the world (as Susan 
B. Anthony, Clara Barton, Louis Pasteur, etc.). 


The GOSPEL STORY 

by M. Jack Suggs, $2.50, 10G609, Bethany Press 
Here is a strikingly vivid concept of the great 
Gospel story according to the four Evangelists. 
It encourages laymen to regard the Gospels as wit- 
nesses to a vital faith, rather than as mere ancient 
chronicles of by-gone happenings. 


P.S. I LOVE YOU 

by E. Jane Mall, $3.00, 10P700 

One of the year’s most heart-warming stories about 
family love. It relates the true-life experiences 
shared by an Army chaplain and his wife (the 
author) when they adopt 5 children within 30 
months. 


PARTY GAMES 

by Violet Roberts Moore, $3.50, 10P678, Bethany 
Press 

This great new guide to youth fellowship planning 

includes party themes, decorations, refreshments, 


seasonal and holiday parties, with a devotional idea 
to suit each party. 48 parties in all. 


THE FOOL OF GOD 

by Louis Cochran, $1.95, 10F451 (paperback) 
Though essentially factual, this is a fictionalized 
account of the amazing life of Alexander Camp- 
bell. Provides a fresh glimpse of Campbell as 
the man rather than the religious leader. 


The Revised Standard Version of the 
NEW TESTAMENT and PSALMS 

$1.50, 37A264 

A basic worship resource for aware, conscientious 
Christians everywhere. 


POCKET TREASURY OF 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 

compiled by Al Bryant, $1.00, 10P613 

A compilation of choice meditations by great de- 
votional writers of the past and present. 


JESUS’ FIRST TRIP 
by Robbie Trent, 60¢, 10]261 
This beautifully illustrated children’s book presents 


the touching story of the Christ child’s first long 
journey. 

NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO WONDER 
by Bernice Hogan, $1.25, 10N253 

A charming collection of prayers for the young 
ones written as simple expressions of wonder and 
delight in everyday things. Illustrated. 


“TEEN-AGER” IS NOT A DISEASE 

by Charles Schulz, $1.00, 107703 (paperback) 

The celebrated creator-cartoonist of ‘Peanuts’ turns 
his rare, witty talent on the mystifying, often 
frustating world of today’s teen-ager. 
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HE STORM whirled and circled around our 

farmhouse one bitterly cold night. But it 
didn’t concern us. We were all happy and com- 
fortable in the living room. 

My husband Bill, well-fed and bedroom-slippered, 
sat deep in his favorite chair in drowsy content- 
ment. Teen-age Jim was at the desk “getting the 
geometry assignment,” while little Louise was 
happily engaged putting a flannette nightie on her 
favorite doll. I popped another bowl of popcorn, 
and brought in more apples. 

Then all of a sudden the power failed, and the 
room was in darkness. In that moment, when the 
lights went out, confusion, fear, and worry re- 
placed the calm, content and certainty that had 
been ours a few seconds before. 


I stumbled to the kitchen and found a stub of a 
candle. Bringing it into the living room, the 
candle’s sputtering flicker helped in a measure to 
restore some of our composure ... at least we 
could distinguish the outlines of our whereabouts. 
But it wasn’t until the power line was fixed that we 
could be our true selves. 

As the days went on, I almost forgot this inci- 
dent until both children were stricken with virus 
infections. They were very ill with temperature 
rising, rising, rising. 

As the hours wore on and the temperatures 
didn’t break, a gloomy distress took hold of me. 
I wa$ lost in the misery of the ordeal. The doctor 
had said: “We must bring those temperatures 
down, or else... .” 
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FAITH 
FOR 
A 


NEW YEAR 


by Evelyn Witter 


Then a snowstorm began to whirl around the 
house, matching in its tumult, the tribulation in 
my mind. 

Bill said, in a low, choked-up voice which 
betrayed the brave front he had been putting on: 
“If it kicks up a heavy snow, Doc won’t be able 
to come through!”’ 

“Let’s pray, Bill,” I said. 

We prayed together, there in the living room 
as the storm outside seemed to challenge our 
house and all of us in the house to stand up 
against it. 

It was then I began to think about the other 
storm, when the power failed and the lights 
went out. Is that what had happened to us? I 
wondered. Had our faith gone out, leaving us 
to grope in confusion, fear, uncertainty? 

While I sat there contemplating those thoughts, 
I once more established contact with God, or 
rather, he re-established contact with me. With 
love flowing in, came the full joy and power of 
faith. I was no longer afraid. I knew the Lord 
was with me, and I put all my trust in him. 

“Doc” got through despite the snow, and min- 
istered to the children’s needs. By the time the 
storm had spent itself, the temperatures subsided, 
too. 

Since that experience, I have guarded against 
spiritual power failure. I do not want to be 
without faith again. Nor do I want to live my 
days in the uncertainty of a flickering candlelight 
faith. I want it to shine each day with a full and 
illuminating brilliance! 
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Four Campus Ministries Merge 


HE ills of contemporary 

society have invaded the ivy- 
covered walls of every college 
and university. Within the walls, 
just as outside, the bickering, 
the senseless misuse of power, the 
lethargy, the symptoms of in- 
security and _ indifference are 
rampant. Mediocrity is allowed 
to feel at home,” writes Stephen 
F. Bayne, Jr., in the foreword to 
Academic Illusion written by 
Denis Baly. 

In the light of Christian ideals, 
the above statement is indeed 
true and a remedy must be 
sought. To this end, United 
Campus Christian Fellowship was 
formed. 

United Campus Christian Fel- 
lowship (UCCF) is an organic 
union of the Disciples Student 
Fellowship of the International 
Convention of Christian Church- 
es, the Student Fellowship 
Council of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, the United 
Student Fellowship of the United 
Church of Christ, and the West- 
minster Student Fellowship of 
the United Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. 

The leaders who are involved in 
the UCCF ministry are convinced 
that the churches are not at the 
universities just to keep students 
“safely within the fold” of their 
respective denominations or to 
borrow from the prestige of 
higher education, nor even to 
prove that intellectuals believe in 
God. 

This big campus merger was 





The author was a member on the 
Indiana Region UCCF Provisional 
Committee and the Indiana Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Council of 
Campus Christian Life. 
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hy David A. Allspaw 


created by building upon the 
very definite conviction that the 
mission of the church is to ex- 
press God’s love in the world and 
that each Christian is called 
upon to live out his faith in his 
own area of life and work. 
Membership in UCCF includes 
faculty and staff as well as 
students. By including these all- 
important people in UCCF, this 
organization has indeed become 
a campus Christian fellowship 
and not just another religious 


group that is only a fraction of 
the campus. 

Although the aims and pur- 
poses of UCCF are set high, they 
are possible to attain. 

The aims of UCCF are to fur- 
ther the mission of the church 
within the campus community, 
which UCCF leaders believe is 
to express God’s love in the 
world; to deepen the Christian 
faith of the members of the 
academic community and _ to 
broaden ecumenical under- 





University Christian Church, Seattle, Wash. 
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standing; to provide for effective 
growth and participation of the 
members of the campus Christian 
community in the churches; to 
pioneer on all frontiers of faith 
and work; to help the university 
become more fully itself and to 
increase sensitivity to and under- 
standing of the responsibilities of 
the Christian community within 
the university, and also the re- 
sponsibilities of the academic 
community in the social, eco- 
nomic and political world. 

The originators hope to enable 
the communions to_ exercise 
greater stewardship; to deepen 
the understanding and partici- 
pation in the ecumenical move- 
ment in the church; and to 
further conversations with our 
fellow campus Christian move- 
ments so as to bring about an 
awareness that this union is only 
a partial realization of the unity 
that the Lord is calling for, and 
to make it possible for unor- 
ganized groups to share in the 
mission of the church. 


How High Is “Up”? 


by Gladys H. Leach 


It sounds like a silly 
question, but perhaps it is 
not. Your answer might de- 
pend on how far down you 
are. 

To the earth worm, the 
grasshopper is up. To my 
cats, the roof is up. So 
they race up the dogwood 
tree, leap to the roof of the 
house and discover that, 
though they are up, the 
birds are upper. 

The dictionary gets no 
higher than upper. There is 
no superlative such as “up- 
est” or upperest.” There- 
fore, no limit is put on “up.” 
Up is just as high as the in- 
dividual wishes. It is just 
as high as the individual 
thinks. 

It is up to each one of us 
to make our “up” ,as high 
and as_ worthwhile cre- 
atively, and spiritually, as 
possible. 
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By carrying out the above aims 
in ‘every way possible, UCCF 
hopes to stop “the ills of con- 
temporary society” from creeping 
into the universities any further. 

As of now, UCCF is in various 
stages of development in various 
regions. For instance, [Illinois 
and Ohio are reasonably ad- 
vanced while other regions are 
not so far along and are or- 
ganized on paper only, and some 
regions are not even this far 
along. 

The basis of United Campus 
Christian Fellowship is “the 
faith, attested by the Holy Scrip- 
tures and affirmed in the confes- 
sions and life of the church, that 
God incarnate in Jesus Christ and 
present in the Holy Spirit wills 
to reconcile men to himself, and 
that he is acting in history, cre- 
ating, judging, and redeeming.” 

These four communions were 
united on this basis in August, 
1960, at Stephens College, Co- 
lumbia, Missouri. Here, after 
five years of negotiations, these 
movements declared: 


“We, the delegated repre- 
sentatives of the Disciples 
Student Fellowship . .. the 
Evangelical United Breth- 
ren Student Fellowship... 
the United Student Fellow- 
ship ...and of the West- 
minster Student Fellowship 
... DO NOW DECLARE 
OURSELVES TO BE ONE 
MOVEMENT.” 


The UCCF maintains several 
offices on the national level. 
Among these are the national 
treasury which is supported in 
part by campus giving from the 
member groups; the UCCF 
Coordinator’s office which gives 
general direction to all of the 
movement’s concerns, and is in 
the charge of the Disciples of 
Christ; the UCCF Publications 
office through which all printed 
matter is issued; the UCCF 
Specialized Services office which 
is coordinated so that UCCF may 
relate to the specialized church- 
sponsored programs directly in- 
volved in the life of the campus 
movement; and the UCCF Com- 
mission for Church Relations in 
which UCCF seeks counsel in its 
objective: “Only insofar as the 





PROCEED WITH CAU- 
TION, now. 


NEW YEAR AHEAD— 
watch out 

For signs along the way. 

DRIVE SLOW, yet do not 
doubt 

“God’s in His heaven,”’ still. 

NEW YEAR AHEAD. When 
ou 

his tempted, STOP AND 
LOOK 

For signals. LISTEN, too. 

KEEP TO THE RIGHT. 
DON’T SPEED. 

For beauty spots once passed 

Are lost. Live each year’s 
journey 

Better than the last. 


by Leora Wilber Houston 





UCCF is of the church can it 
truly be said that it is a United 
Campus Christian Fellowship, 
seeking to aid the churches in ful- 
filling their responsibilities on the 
campus of our colleges and uni- 
versities.”’ 

In Academic Illusion, Mr. 
Baly suggests as a remedy for 
the “ills of contemporary society” 
that a strong application of 
Christianity should be made to 
every aspect of academic life. 
Furthermore, Mr. Baly indicates 
a necessity for every member of 
the academic community to 
strengthen his own faith and in- 
tegrity and to witness as an 
offering to Christ. 

By uniting in their campus 
ministry, this is exactly what 
these four denominations hope to 
accomplish by forming a truly 
United Campus Christian Fellow- 
ship. 
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Editorial Comcspondenee 





NEw DELHI, INDIA—Writing for the last issue of 
The Christian in 1961, it would be a good time to 
look back over our 99th year of publication and 
see what ought to be corrected or added during 
our Centennial Year, which begins on the morrow. 
However, you will realize that I sit half a world 
away, as Tom Dooley used to say in his nostalgic 
broadcasts, and I must speak about the present. 

The theme of the third assembly of the World 
Council of Churches has been “Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the World.” You have known that, and 
scores of our churches have studied the theme in 
one way or another. 

The three sections of the Assembly have been 
Witness, Service and Unity. These sections have 
had eight separate meetings of long duration. In 
addition, there are some fifteen committees which 
have also had eight sessions. Each delegate be- 
longs to a section and a committee, so he has 
participated in two kinds of discussions, prepara- 
tory to general discussion on the reports as they 
are brought to the full deliberative or business 
sessions. 

The International Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) has ten delegates 
here. Given the total number of delegates pre- 
viously agreed upon, ten is the proper number 
for us, according to our total membership. Canada, 
Australia, Great Britain, New Zealand also have 
delegates. Since Canada is a part of the Inter- 
national Convention, the presence of Oliver W. 
McCully really makes a total of eleven in this 
category. 

Our delegates participated in the committee 
work, as follows: Division of Studies, W. B. 
Blakemore; Department of Faith and Order, 
William G. West; Department on Church and 
Society, Walter W. Sikes; Department of Mission- 
ary Studies, Mrs. Mae Yoho Ward; Department on 
the Laity, Albert M. Pennybacker; Department on 
the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, 
Family and Society, George G. Beazley, Jr.; Di- 
vision of Interchurch Aid and Service to Refugees, 
Virgil A. Sly; Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism, A. Dale Fiers; Department of Infor- 
mation, Gaines M. Cook; Committee on Finance, 
J. Irwin Miller. Dr. Miller is to be the only Disci- 
ple on the new Central Committee, of 100 mem- 
bers. (Altogether, I have seen 45 Disciples of 
Christ here, in some capacity.) 

Virgil A. Sly served as co-secretary of the Sec- 
tion on Service and J. Irwin Miller served as 
secretary of the Committee on Finance. These 
assignments were made prior to the opening of 
the Assembly. During the sessions, A. Dale Fiers 
was made chairman of a sub-committee on pro- 
gram and policy for the years ahead, in the Com- 
mittee on World Missions and Education. W. B. 
Blakemore was made chairman of a sub-committee 
to draft a proposal regarding a world-wide survey 
of theological education and training for the min- 
istry, in the Committee on the Division of Studies. 

The only one of our delegates to appear on the 
speakers’ platform has been J. Irwin Miller of the 
North Columbus, Indiana, church, president of the 
National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. Ap- 
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pearing on a panel of six speakers from as many 
continents, Dr. Miller spoke to this exacting ques- 
tion, posed by D. T. Niles of Ceylon: “Dr. Miller, 
the whole world is looking to the Christian Church 
in the U.S.A. to make the presence of the gospel 
felt in the public affairs of your great land. How 
do you envisage this happening?” 

The answer was a gem of Christian insight, 
spoken as humbly as if the speaker had been an 
outcaste of India, but as boldly as a Christian 
before an accusing court. I expect to print it in 
full, at the earliest opportunity. 


For many years the Christian Churches (Disci- 
ples of Christ) have had one of the fourteen mem- 
bers of the working committee of the Faith and 
Order department of the World Council. The total 
membership of the department is now 120 and the 
working committee will have sixteen members. 
Our delegation gave up a spot for a member of 
the working committee again, and will name a 
member of the total group of 120, at a later date. 


It is in the working committee that the heart 
of all the theological discussion of the world 
churches is to be found. If a church does not 
have a means of witness there, its voice is likely 
to be heard from afar. I can say, after partici- 
pating in the doctrine section at Lund, Sweden, 
in 1952 and in the same section of the North 
American Conference on Faith and Order in 
Oberlin, that the minds that have determined the 
direction of the theological thought of the Councils 
are the ones that formulate the Faith and Order 
reports. And, Faith and Order formulations first 
begin to jell in the working committee sessions, 
between Conferences and Assemblies. 


The news from my office indicates that there 
is a continuing, lively interest in defining and dis- 
cussing the Holy Spirit. This pleases me. There- 
fore, from the scores of points that might be 
picked up as illustrative of the type of discussion 
that goes on here, I want to mention only this 
subject. 


The report of the Section on Unity, of necessity, 
has much to say about the differing concepts of 
baptism. In one section it refers to “infant bap- 
tism” and “believer’s baptism” and the problems 
involved in fellowship between those practicing the 
different views. In open discussion, when at least 
25 people spoke on various parts of the report, 
it remained for Col. Dr. Alfred B. Cook of the 
Salvation Army in New Zealand to make the point 
that drew the heartiest response in the form of 
hand-clapping. 

Col. Cook reminded the delegates that the Salva- 
tion Army was a member of the World Council 
mainly in order to bear witness to the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. He cited scriptures which 
proved to him that this was the most significant 
baptism taught in the Bible. He felt the document 
ignored the true baptism while discussing forms 
and rites. As I say, the statement brought a good 
response. I have no desire to give up believer’s 
baptism, but I would like to have our people 
search more diligently for the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit also. 
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God is waiting for Christians 
To open Christmas gifts they 
Have received from Jesus Christ 


Opening Christmas Presents 


by George Swann 


HRISTMAS is past. I have 

purposely waited because it 
might shock some Christians 
more to view a failure just made. 

Christmas celebrates the birth- 
day of Christ. You say that’s 
trite and that everybody knows 
it. Yes, but few have ever 
penetrated its deeper depths. 
Recently I heard a minister’s 
sermon on “Opening Christmas 
Presents.” It was inspiring. Most 
of his emphasis was on wrap- 
pings that often dazzle and con- 
tents without value. 

After the sermon I thanked 
him, and told him he had inspired 
me to speak on the subject, and 
emphasize a different thought; 
namely, that I had been preach- 
ing 56 years, and had known 
thousands of Christians—many 
of them intimately—but I had 
never known one yet who opened 
all the presents Christ brought 
him. 

I have been at the opening of 
presents from more than 70 
Christmas trees. Again and 
again I have heard a child or 
grown person cry out, “There’s 
a present you haven’t brought 
out; look!’ Then, as_ eager 
curiosity heightened, it was 
opened. In the end, I have never 
seen a Christmas present remain 
unopened. I wish I could say 
that about the presents Christ 
brought us. 

I doubt if Paul in his lifetime 
opened them all. He wrote that 
in Christ we are made full; mean- 
ing there is room for no more; 
that in him we can have all we 
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want and all that God intended 
us to have or be. 

If one looks at the small, 
stunted plant from the Arctics, 
he may judge it worthless, but if 
that plant is transferred to the 
tropics, it may develop a hun- 
dredfold. In the world we are, 
in a way, like plants in the zones 
of ice, but in Christ we can grow 
into all that nature planned. 
Wouldn’t it be a great 1962 res- 
olution and act to open even 
more of the gifts Christ brought? 
Think of a few. 

He brought us the gift of un- 
bounded love—love that loves the 
unlovable, the love that throws 
its bounds so far that no one can 
get beyond it. He -not only 
brought it, but he lived it under 
the severest trials. This love re- 
turns good for evil, travels every- 
where to save the lost. How 
many have opened this gift? 

It can be said that he brought 
us faith. Of course faith of some 
sort has always been, but the 
degree and administration of 
faith had never been made clear. 
This is world-conquering faith in 
righteousness, in man’s worth, in 
eternity, and that everything 
works for good to the real God- 
seeker, and faith to the degree 
that overrides all obstacles. The 
popular song, “I Believe,” strikes 
heart-depths because it expresses 
the ultimates of faith. Its closing 
line is, “I believe that Someone 
in the Great Somewhere hears 
every word.” 

How many have opened Christ’s 
gift of faith? The world is sick 
and failing because it lacks both 
the quantity and the quality of 
faith. 

Faith is tested. Cyrus Field’s 
faith that he could lay an Atlan- 


tic cable cost him 50 trips across 
the ocean, three fortunes, two 
cables lost, thirteen years of ef- 
fort, and the humiliation of be- 
ing burned in effigy by some who 
called him an imposter. Real 
faith is not cheap. If you will 
really open that Christmas 
present you will see visions of 
glory, and life will lose its drab- 
ness. 

Christ brought us the present 
of an open mind. You say you 
don’t catch my meaning? Maybe 
you don’t; few know the mean- 
ing, but the Greek word trans- 
lated “repentance” basically 
means to keep an open mind. 
This is the chief meaning, no 
matter what other shades it has. 
The scripture could be truly 
translated, “Except you keep an 
open mind you shall all perish.” 

It is a great tragedy that the 
average person closes his mind 
early in life. Men have fought 
every advance because they will 
not have open minds. Take a 
look at history. I have a clipping 
from a Boston newspaper pub- 
lished when the telephone was 
born. A man in New York City 
was demonstrating it and was 
jailed. The Boston editor wrote, 
“It is hoped that the scoundrel 
will be prosecuted to the extent 
of the law. Anyone who claims 
that men can talk to each other 
miles apart is thereby proven a 
deceiver.” Is your mind open? 

Jesus brought us the gift of 
true humiliation. His first and 
last acts were to strike a blow at 
the world’s show. His cradle was 
a feed trough and his triumphal 
march was made on a donkey. 
His going out was by the hated 
cross and he was laid in a bor- 
rowed tomb. Early in youth the 
world’s show and _ tinsel-glory 
have appeal, but time proves 
them the depth of folly, that the 
only worth is in being good and 
useful. Have you really opened 
this Christ-given package? 

Christ brought us everything. 
It pleased God that in him all 
fulness dwells. I have given 
only a few samples. God is wait- 
ing for Christians to use the 
power of the gifts of Christ. 
Will you open his gifts? 
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HE TITLE of this column is 

“Consulting the ‘Pastor.’ 
Several studies of the ministry 
have shown that more and more 
people are consulting their pas- 
tors about every sort of prob- 
lem, personal, religious, emo- 
tional. 

All such studies indicate this is 
where the pastor is spending a 
major portion of his time and 
where he feels the greatest need 
for help. Consequently every 
major seminary is preparing its 
students to counsel with individ- 
uals as well as to preach to 
groups. It is becoming common 
for people in other profes- 
sions—d octors, teachers, psy- 
chiatrists, social workers—to sug- 
gest to their patients and clients 
that they consult their pastors. 

The question is asked, “But 
what happens when a _ person 
does consult his pastor?” Of 
course, there is no one answer to 
this question. It depends on the 
person, the nature of his prob- 
lem, the pastor, his concept of 
his ministry, his training, his 
methods of counseling and a 
combination of all of these. 

However, there are some things 
that are fairly common in all 
such situations. Let’s assume the 
minister is a good pastor, is sen- 
sitive to his people’s needs and 
does a good job of counseling. 

First is the period of difficulty. 
This is characterized by tension, 
frustration, and discourzgement. 
The person has a problem, he is 
worried, anxious, disturbed. He 
does not know what io do. It 
may seem to him there is no solu- 
tion, at least no good one. He 
may talk to others, he may not— 
but there finally comes the feel- 
ing he “has to talk to someone.” 
He seeks help. He decides to 
consult his (or her) pastor. 

Now comes a period of uncer- 
tainty, perhaps embarrassment. 
The first interview is always diffi- 
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cult. He wonders what the pas- 
tor will be like. Will he scold, 
preach, moralize? Can he pos- 
sibly understand? How can he 
help? How much should he tell 
him? ete. 

When he arrives at the pastor’s 
study, he is probably apologetic— 
“Tm sorry to bother you,” “I 
know how busy you are” are 
common statements. 

Now comes a period of getting 
acquainted. Although they may 
have known each other as preach- 
er and parishioner before, now 
they are getting acquainted as 
pastor, or counselor and coun- 
selee. This is quite different. It is 
almost a period of testing The 
person is feeling out the pastor. 

Some try to shock him, others 
may evade the issue. Others may 
say they are coming to talk about 
a friend, or they may raise a 
question about some church act- 
ivity or of religious faith when 
the real problem they want to 
discuss is their family situation, 
some sense of guilt or anxiety. 

They may not even realize 
what the problem is. It is very 
common in counseling that the 
problem the person comes to dis- 
cuss originally is not the one they 
end up discussing at all. 

The pastor’s task at this stage 
is to help the person feel relaxed 
and at ease; to give him a sense 
of confidence in the relationship. 
This is where that undefinable 
term “rapport” comes in. De- 
finable or not, it is all-important. 
It is that relationship of mutual 
trust and confidence upon which 
all good counseling is based. 
Without it very little can be ac- 
complished. With it very much 
is possible. 

It is also the time when the 
pastor must define his role so the 
person knows what to expect. 
People have different ideas about 
the process of counseling. Some 
want advice; they want to be told 


what to do. Some think the pas- 
tor has some magical wisdom or 
that he can turn to the Bible and 
give them answers to their prob- 
lems. Some expect to be preached 
at, others expect to be reassured 
and comforted. 

The pastor must clarify for the 
person what will take place. The 
counselee must realize that he 
must do most of the talking. 
Only as he discusses all aspects 
of the problem can he gain an 
understanding of it. The coun- 
selor has no magic solutions, yet 
experience testifies that such a 
process is effective, it has helped 
literally thousands. 

The counselee should know that 
it will take time. This problem 
has no doubt been months or 
years developing—it cannot be 
resolved in a matter of minutes. 
No one can tell at this stage how 
much time it will take. It may 
be a matter of hours, it may be 
weeks—but unless both (pastor 
and parishioner) are willing to 
give it time, little can be ex- 
pected. 

The parishioner should know 
that he himself will make the 
ultimate decisions. No one can, 
and no one will try to live his life 
for him. He should know that 
the entire relationship is held in 
strict confidence. What is told 
in the sacredness of the counsel- 
ing relationship will not be re- 
vealed either in conversation, or, 
worse, as an illustration from the 
pulpit. 

(We will continue tracing a 
counselee through the counseling 
process in the Jan 14, 1962, issue 
of “THE CHRISTIAN.”) 


THE 
CHRISTMAS BABY 
GROWS UP 
Christmas 
Is a baby, 


With family circled close, 
In loving handclasp for the Gift 
Supreme. 


Sunday 

After Christmas, 

The circle’s round the world. 
Christ gave to men He never knew 
Till death. 


—Thyrza 
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One of the Greatest Gatherings 
Of Christians Since Pentecost .. . 


Council Assembly Herald of New Reformation 


ST. LOUIS—“The greatest gathering of Christians since 
the 16th century, when the Council of Trent worked for 
18 years to counter the Protestant Reformation, ends this 


week in New Delhi.” 

That was the lead sentence in 
Time’s report of the 18-day Third 
Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches—and it is also an 
example of the importance at- 
tached to the New Delhi meeting 
both by the so-called secular 
press and the church press. 


President Henry P. Van Dusen 
of Manhattan’s Union Theological 
Seminary is quoted as having said: 
“we are seeing right here one of 
the very early events in the second 
great reformation of Christendom.” 


New Basis for Membership 


Overwhelming approval was 
given to the new basis for member- 
ship in the World Council of 
Churches which specifically men- 
tions the Trinity and the Scriptures. 
Following is the complete “state- 
ment of faith” of the WCC: 


“We confess Jesus Christ, Sav- 
iour of men and the light of the 
world; Together we accept His 
Command; We commit ourselves 
anew to bear witness to Him 
among men; We offer ourselves 
to serve all men in love, that love 
which He alone imparts; We ac- 
cept afresh our calling to make 
visible our unity in Him; We pray 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit for 
our task.” 


Listed by Religious News Service 
among the Assembly’s most im- 
portant actions were: 

Admission of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church to membership in the 
WCC. With an estimated 50,000,000 
adherents, the Russian Church is the 
largest single religious body in the 
WCC, and its admission makes East- 
ern Orthodoxy the largest “con- 
fessional family” in that body. 

Integration of the International 
Missionary Council into the World 
Council, thus bringing together two 
of the main forces of world-wide 
Protestant and Orthodox Chris- 
tianity. 

Adoption of an appeal to all gov- 
ernments to make every effort to 
take “reasonable risks for peace” in 
order to dispel the climate of sus- 
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picion that leads to war. 

Approval of the first detailed plan 
for Christian unity ever acted on by 
by a WCC assembly. The plan called 
for interlocking communities of 
Churches which recognize one an- 
other’s members and ministers and 
allow joint participation in com- 
munion. This was suggested rather 
than a single ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion. 

Condemnation of violations of 
religious liberty through “legal 
enactments or the pressure of social 
customs.” 

Denunciation of anti-Semitism as 
a “sin against God and man.” 

Endorsement of a report on Chris- 
tian witness which urged the cre- 
ation of cells of Christian laymen 
and women in areas where the 
church has lost contact with the 
masses. 

Election of six new presidents and 
a 100-member Central Committee, 
including 21 representatives from 


Yoannis (right) of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt. 


the U.S. The first American layman 
to be elected a WCC president was 
Charles C. Parlin, a Methodist from 
New York. (The only Disciple on the 
Central Committee is J. Irwin Miller 
of Columbus, Ind., president of the 
National Council of Churches.) 

Participation in the first official 
WCC communion service celebrated 
according to the Anglican rite. 

Expression of solidarity with those 
in South Africa who serve and suffer 
for the elimination of racial dis- 
crimination. 


BULLETIN 


Caught in Crossfire 
ELISABETHVILLE, Katange—A band 
of Seventh-day Adventists, including 
11 women and eight children, ran 
for their lives here as they escaped 
the crossfire of battling United 
Nations and Katangan troops. 


Heads Central Committee 
New DELHI—Franklin Clark Fry, 
president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, was re-elected 
chairman of the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee here. 





RNS Photo 
CHURCHMEN from different parts of the world get together at the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi, India, as Bishop 
Otto Dibelius (second from left) of Berlin shakes hands with Metropolitan 


two members of the Salvation Army in India. 
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THE DELEGATION from the Russian Orthodox Church leaves the 
assembly hall in New Delhi, India, to participate in the opening 
procession of the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 
One of the Assembly’s first and most important actions was to admit 
the Russian Church to membership by an overwhelming vote. The 
Orthodox Churches of Communist Poland, Bulgaria, and Romania 
along with 19 Churches in the United States, Africa, Asia, and Latin , ’ 
America were also admitted. This brings membership in the WCC vw } . 


to 198 Church bodies in more than 60 countries. A 
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News in F'ocus 


WCC LEADERS. World Council of Churches’ presidents and : 
officials gathered on the platform for the opening session 


of the WCC’s Third Assembly in New Delhi, India. They are ARCHBISHOP NICODIM, head of the 
(from left) Council presidents Methodist Bishop Sante foreign affairs department of the 
Uberto Barbieri, Bishop of Argentina, Uruguay, and Bolivia; Moscow Patriarchate, led the 16-man 
Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma of the Mar Thoma Syrian delegation from the Russian Orthodox 
Church of South India; Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, former Church which was admitted to mem- 
presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the bership in the World Council of 
U.S.; and Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Churches by an overwhelming vote at 
Orthodox Church in North and South America; Dr. Robert the WCC’s Third Assembly in New 


S. Bilheimer, associate general secretary of the Council; Delhi, India. 
Lutheran Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, another Council stetietnaiins 
president; and Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary 
of the Council. 


Herein 


AMERICAN EVANGELIST BILLY GRAHAM (left) chats 

with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael : 
Ramsey (right), and Archbishop Athanasius _Y. : 
Samuel, head of the Syrian Antiochan Orthodox 

Church of North America. Dr. Graham was in New : 
Delhi, India, as an observer at the Third Assembly of : 
the World Council of Churches. : 


UASHAAUAAAAMAMUALALGRAAAUUU Lee cuUoUU ten 040 eURE RMU ane 


peu 





The Church at Large 


Church Council 
Will Take Action 


Mass. Corruption 


Boston (RNS)—An all-out war on 
corruption in government will be 
waged in 1962 by the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches, composed of 
1,800 Protestant churches of a dozen 
denominations. 

The drive was announced here by 
Wayne W. Horvath, director of the 
council’s Department of Social Re- 
lations, who stressed that’ the 
“public must be aroused” to bring 
about changes in conditions marring 
the state’s reputation. 


He said the department will con- 
centrate on the legislature as soon 
as it convenes in January to seek 
stricter laws combatting all kinds 
of gambling, conflict of interest 
among office holders, graft, narcotics 
peddling and other crimes. 


Mr. Horvath said he agreed with 
State Attorney General Edward F. 
McLaughlin that stories of political 
corruption are working to the state’s 
disadvantage, but knowledge of the 
conditions must be brought out 
publicly to be remedied. 


Bibles at ICU 


New YorK—Forty Bibles in 
thirty-one languages and dialects 
have been presented to the library 
of International Christian Universi- 
ty in Tokyo, Japan. 

This rare collection of scriptures 
was contributed by members and 
sponsors of the Women’s Planning 
Committee of the Japan Interna- 
tional Christian University Founda- 
tion here who live in many coun- 
tries of the world, together with 
gifts from the American Bible 
Society and the Japan Bible Society. 


“Sheep Stealing” 


New DELHI, INDIA (RNS/)—A plea 
to the World Council of Churches 
to deal seriously with the problem 
of “sheep-stealing” was sounded by 
Archbishop Theophilus of _ the 
Harrar diocese of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church, at the Council’s 
Third Assembly here. 

Calling for definite steps to coun- 
teract an “un-Christian element in 
proselytizing,” the prelate, a mem- 
ber of the WCC’s Central Com- 
mittee, complained of Christian 
groups who, through “misplaced 
enthusiasm,” seek to “draw away 
members of the Orthodox Church 
into their own fold. 

“They seem to think,” he said, 
“that this kind of sheep-stealing is 
part of their legitimate missionary 
work.” 
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Discussed in New Delhi 
Population Explosion 


NEw DELHI, INDIA—A rapidly in- 
creasing population is the most 
neglected major social problem in 
the world today, a World Council 
of Churches’ official told delegates 
to the WCC’s Third Assembly here. 


Dr. Richard M. Fagley of New 
York, executive secretary of the 
WCC’s Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, said the 
world’s population doubled between 
1890 when it was 1,500,000,000 and 
1960 when the figure was 3,000,000,- 
000. He predicted that the popula- 
tion will double again by 1990 if the 
present rate of growth continues. 


Youth Seek Unity 


NEw DELHI, INDIA (RNS)—Young 
people are impatient with the World 
Council of Churches and its member 
bodies for not moving rapidly 
enough in the direction of unity, the 
chairman of the World Student 
Christian Federation said here, 

“We are in serious danger of 
of driving young people into despair 
of the Churches and therefore in 
flight away from them,” Philip 
Potter of London declared. 

Mr. Potter also is secretary for 
West Africa and the West Indies 
of the Methodist Missionary Society 
of Great Britain. He spoke to the 
WCC’s Third Assembly in a session 
devoted to faith and order matters. 

He warned that the work of the 
faith and order branch of the 
ecumenical movement “may perish 
for lack of younger men and women 
to take it up because they despair 
of anything really happening in it.” 

The real pressure for a faster 
pace toward unity comes from 
youth groups, missionaries, and 
churches in predominantly non- 
Christian environments who “cher- 
ish a dynamic rather than a static 
conception of the church,’ Mr. 
Potter said. 


Priest Hits Bingo 


SouTH BEND, IND. (RNS)—Roman 
Catholic Bishop Leo J. Pursley of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend added his 
voice to those favoring Catholic 
support of parishes through the 
practice of tithing—the pledging of 
a percentage of a family’s annual 
income to the Church. 

In an interview reported in the 
Dec. 2 issue of Ave Maria, national 
Catholic weekly magazine published 
here, Bishop Pursely said he opposes 
raffles, bingo, bazaars and carnivals 
as parish fundraisers. 


Relax 


Nothing confuses a man 
more than to drive behind a 
woman who does everything 
right. 

GRIT 


BACKFIRE 


Just as the hottest political 
meeting of the year got under 
way in our town hall, two 
women behind us began a con- 
versation between themselves, 
none too quietly. 

Finally, the man next to me 
swung around and said, 
“Would you mind? I can't 
hear a word!” 

“Welll” one of the women 
snapped. “I don’t think our 
conversation is any of your 
business.” 


VERNON BOSAU 
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Just Among Us Lay Folks 







OUR talk tonight at our men’s 

fellowship was a big boost to us 
all. These Christian doctrines mean 
so much more coming from a lay- 
man.” 

Often we have heard similar re- 
marks. This came from a former 
college professor long steeped in 
our church traditions. His ear- 
nestness was impressive and star- 
tling. 

We lay members are not always 
aware of the weight of our witness 
on such matters. We know that 
our pastors speak more eloquently 
and out of greater competency and 
usually are heard attentively. What 
we may not realize is that many 
take the minister for granted. He 
says the obvious and in fact that 
for which he is paid. While we do 
not doubt or discount his sincerity, 
we may not give his words the im- 
portance they deserve. 

Of course our main witness as 
Christian lay folks is in our daily 
living, home, shop, office, social and 
civic activities. But occasionally, 
perhaps with increasing urgency, 
our members are called on for 
speaking engagements of con- 
sequence and a look at their stand- 
ing may be interesting. 

Recently a pastor of an inner-city 
parish was telling of his ministry. 
He explained that they wear clerical 
garb, collar and coat, because their 
people respect the clergy and will 
answer the door and respond more 
freely. Then he made this signifi- 
cant observation, that their greatest 
need is to get able lay folks to lead 
groups, teach classes and do visita- 
tion for, he said, “The witness of lay 
people counts so much more than 
does that of professional pastors.” 

Here we are shown the twofold 
need of trained, full-time ministers 
and of loyal lay volunteers. 

Lay people are usually timid 
about giving witness to their re- 
ligious convictions, particularly in 
public meetings. They know their 
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OUR LAY WITNESS 


platform limitations and also sense 
their shortcomings as exponents of 
the gospel they speak. They feel 
vulnerable and are fearful of what 
thoughtless people may say. 

Our lay leaders, capable of ad- 
dressing formal gatherings (and 
there are many of these), need en- 
couragement and more _ oppor- 
tunities. Training classes would 
help greatly. In recent years we 
have come to use these in our 
women’s day and men’s day services, 
also occasionally during vacations 
and ad interim periods. More oc- 
casions might be made available. 

Often we miss opportunities in 
our church gatherings when we 
turn to secular discussions and pro- 
grams, rather than that which 
is related to our Christian ehter- 
prises. There is a great hunger 
among our people, both within and 
outside the church, for richer 
spiritual food which the church 
has to offer and no opportunity to. 
provide such should be missed. Here 
the lay folks can make invaluable 
contribution. 

Lay members may not speak with 
authority on theology and may fall 
short on sermonizing but they can 
speak out of the abundance of their 
experience on applied Christianity. 
Perhaps our greatest contribution 
is just simple testimonials of what 
the Christian Church has meant to 
us, its fellowship and guiding spirit. 

A very good friend of former 
years, attorney and long-time elder, 
was frequently called to fill various 
pulpits. His “sermons” were largely 
his personal experience, what Christ 
had meant to him. Then usually 
he paid tribute to his long-time 
pastor Jacob Goldner. He spoke 
with deep feeling and conviction. 
Doubtless many loyalties between 
the laity and clergy were strength- 
ened by this testimony. 

Recently, on Christian Literature 
Sunday, a good lady panelist read 
her prepared speech. Then, turning 





it down, she told simply of her child- 
hood training, pictured her mother 
gathering her brood about and read- 
ing the Bible and many religious 
classics, creating an insatiable ap- 
petite for Christian literature for 
years to come. It was a good 
sermon, 

These are some of the witnesses 
that lay people can give and give 
well, 





Moments 
with the 
Devotional 
Masters 


Compiled by 
Frederick Ward Kates 


No matter what de- 
votional books you 
already have in your library, this one 
will make an outstanding and permanent 
addition to it. Here sixty writers range 
the sweep of Christian devotion from the 
earliest Christian years to the present 
day. Clothbound. 96 pages. Single copy, 
15¢; $7.50 per dozen, postpaid. 


Che User Roo 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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T HAD started with the chil- 
dren. Jane Howell said it had 
been Amy’s idea to throw mud on 
her freshly washed clothes; Jeff 
would never have thought of such 


a thing by himself. Amy, con- 
fronted by her mother, tearfully 
denied having originated the idea 
—Jeff thought of it first, and any- 
way, she had thrown just a little 
bit of mud... 

Grandpa Jackson, dozing on 
the back porch, heard the sharp 
exchange of words between his 
daughter and Jane Howell. He 
had gone back to sleep afterward, 
not thinking too much about it. 
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ART BY FITZSIMMONS 


Children were apt to get into 
mischief, and their elders were 
apt to display a bit of emotion 
when their children were in- 
volved. 

But from that day on, a grow- 
ing coldness began to creep over 
the back fence. One morning 
when Grandpa was weeding his 
turnip patch, he was surprised to 
see Jane Howell drive up to her 
house and go right in, not stop- 
ping to exchange words with him, 
even though he had straightened 
up, half smiling, waiting for her 
greeting. And on the following 
Thursday, when the Howells and 





by 
Betty Walls 


his folks usually went bowling, 
leaving him to baby-sit with the 
two youngsters, he noted with 
surprise that no bowling match 
was mentioned. 

At the supper table, glancing 
about, he remarked: ‘You people 
going bowling tonight?” 

“No, we’re not,” replied Carol, 
looking down at her plate. 
“Jack and I thought we’d go over 
to see the Harrisons—that is, if 
you don’t mind staying with 
Amy.” 

“Tll be glad to help out,” an- 
swered Grandpa slowly. He 
wanted to ask about the Howells 
and the bowling game, but being 
a man who minded his own busi- 
ness, he didn’t introduce the sub- 
ject. 

From then on, things began to 
grow worse. The Howells played 
their radio too loudly; Carol 
pointedly slammed down all the 
windows on that side of the 
house. Jane Howell was heard 
remarking, “People who use 
power mowers certainly shouldn’t 
start them up at six o’clock when 
other people want to sleep!” 

Jack heard her—as he was in- 
tended to do—and came into the 
house fuming about people who 
complained about power mowers 
and yet kept a dog that barked 
half the night. So it went until 
the Howells weren’t speaking to 
the Wilsons, and the Wilsons 
weren’t even so much as looking 
at the Howells. 

Grandpa Jackson thought it 
was ashame. Out in the country 
where he’d been reared, neigh- 
bors were too precious to be dis- 
carded over trivial things. Be- 
sides, he didn’t think that the 
Howells and his family really 
wanted to be mad at each other— 
the situation had just gotten out 
of hand and they were all too 
proud to do anything about it. 
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Even the children became in- 
volved, and Grandpa hated that 
part of it most all. Amy and 
Jeff used to play together, but 
now they were restricted to their 
own yards. They seemed to de- 
light in antagonizing each other, 
making faces and occasionally 
throwing sticks and stones, small, 
harmless things, for they were 
small children. 

Then, unexpectedly, Grandpa 
Jackson found himself embroiled. 
A man from the Health Depart- 
ment came out one day, saying 
that one of the neighbors had 
complained about the compost 
pile which the old man kept in 
one corner of the yard. 


“Ha! That’s Jane Howell for 
you!” cried Carol, her face 
flushing. “The man from the 


Health Department wouldn’t say 
who made the complaint, but I 
know that it was she!” 

Grandpa, going out to remove 
the offending compost pile, didn’t 
say anything, but he was deeply 
hurt. If Jane had just spoken to 
him first. . . . Spreading the fer- 
tilizer around the shrubbery he 
stole a glance at the house next 
door and was rewarded by a brief 
glimpse of Jane’s unhappy face 
before the curtain dropped back 
into place. He hoped she was 
satisfied. Doggedly he filled the 
wheelbarrow with the rest of the 
compost and rolled it down to the 
vacant lot a block away. 

“That'll sure make a fine patch 
of weeds,” he grunted to himself, 
pushing the barrow back up the 
street. 

Thoroughly tired, he sat down 
on the back steps. Looking at 
the house next door he felt anger 
and resentment boiling up within 
his breast. Suddenly he paused, 
letting the anger slowly drain 
away. Before the disease gets 
hold of me, he reasoned, I had 
better start doing something 
about it. 

Getting up stiffly, he went out 
to the rose bushes which were his 
pride and joy. Taking the gar- 
den shears he clipped a bouquet 
of the choicest blossoms. Crossing 
the yard, he knocked on the 
Howell’s back door. 

The coldness in Jane Howell’s 
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face melted when she saw the 
lovely flowers. ‘“They’re—they’re 
beautiful,” she said softly. ‘But 
you shouldn’t have cut them for 
me—”’ 

“Sure I should. Neighbors are 
for sharing,” replied Grandpa 
Jackson. “And another thing— 
this is Thursday. If you and Tom 
want to go bowling, I’ll be glad 
to sit with Jeff.” 

Jane stared at him for a long 
moment. ‘“We_ really hadn't 
planned—” 

All at once she looked at the 
house next door, really looked at 
it instead of flicking it with a cold 
glance the way she’d been doing 
lately. ‘“Do—do you’ suppose 
Carol and Jack would like to go 
with us?” 

Grandpa Jackson scratched his 
chin thoughtfully. Then he smiled. 
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by Ida Elaine James 


With snow new-fallen. 


All blunders hidden! 
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The pathway lies ahead, 
Windless lies the wood. 
Forget the storm’s past violence. 
The dome of Heaven stretches. If we could 

But cover memory, regret and fear 

With such an argent blanket, start anew, 

Now a newborn year 

Awaits our footprints, as on markless snow. 
Where does the pathway lead, what shall we write 
Upon the pure stretch of the untouched page, 

We who have struggled through a starless night, = 
And felt the flame of hate? Our heritage = 
Is freedom, and goodwill, and peace. Then let 
This be the word, selfless glad rebirth 

Of brotherhood, whose creed does not forget 
Love’s pathway stretches to the ends of earth. 
So may the bells ring out all hate and fear 

As hearts united shape the waiting. 


“T don’t know . . . but I sort of 
think they might. Why don’t you 
just step over there and ask 
Carol? I'll sit here with Jeff.” 

So the next move was up to 
her. Jane took a deep breath; 
she looked down at the flowers 
in her hand. “All right, all right, 
I'll just do that!” 

Chuckling to himself, Grandpa 
sat down on the back steps to 
wait. After about five minutes 
Jane reappeared on the porch of 
the house next door. 

She sounded very happy. 
“Grandpa! Please bring Jeff over 
here ... and Jane says for you 
to come and have a cup of tea 
with us.” 

Smiling, getting to his feet, 
Grandpa reached for Jeff’s small 
hand. Everything was going to 
be all right now... 





——— eee ae 


—RNS Photo 


jy Ud) 14UU4UENUNLU4GN4N908EEFNONEENELUONOONNOEUENONLOUODEOOONEOOEOUOOOOOTOOCOLOUEO 00 00000000000000 OOOO 


clean, fresh, unmarred, 


High-starred 


EPOUU OLEAN EET 


MW 


SHVVAUNAINNUNOUAUUQUTUREAAULLGUAQUQUUELEUNESNEANUIINT 


(1679) 


— 








Principles for Living 


we “Where the Scriptures Speak ...” _ by the Editor 
(: 





T THE beginning of a new 

year we are coming toward 
the end of a six-year cycle of 
lessons. What we began in Octo- 
ber, 1956, will be ended at the 
close of the third quarter this 
year. 

Our study during the next 
three months should prove to be 
very interesting and helpful. We 
are to discuss Jesus and the Ten 
Commandments. Our lesson to- 
day is of a general nature but 
those which follow will deal with 
the specific commandments and 
what Jesus did and said about 
them. 

This is one of the subjects 
which one hears discussed quite 
often in church school circles 
and among interested church 
leaders. I don’t think there is 
any expression which I have 
heard more often, regarding 
these matters, than the one which 
says, “The old has been done 
away with.” When you hear 
people discussing the relationship 
between the Ten Commandments 
and the teaching of Jesus you 
are reminded quite often of the 
scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ 
own day. Everyone seems to 
have it worked out, in detail, just 
the way he wants it. , 

All this is good reason for us 
to spend 13 Sundays discussing 
the texts which relate to the 
problem. I think we may safely 
say, at the outset, that we will 
not end up with an “either-or.” 
We shall be looking for the ways 
in which Jesus interpreted and 
used the law, not for evidence 
that he sought to destroy the law 
and set up a new system of re- 
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lationships 
God. 

The Old Testament portion of 
our lesson speaks of the second 
set of “tables of stone’? which 
Moses received (Exodus 34:1). 
You will recall, and perhaps will 
want to read again, the original 
statement of the Ten Command- 
ments in Exodus 20. There fol- 
lows the account of the putting 
of these commandments on tables 
of stone (24:12). After that, you 
recall that Moses became angry 
because of the fact that the peo- 
ple made a golden calf and wor- 
shiped it, and “threw down the 
tables out of his hands and broke 
them” (32:19). What we have 
now, therefore, is a statement of 
the second set of the tablets. 

The language regarding the 
visit of Moses to God is beautiful 
and it tells something of the deep 
religion of the people of the time. 


between man and 


We take a rather casual attitude 
toward God, all too often. There 
was nothing of this feeling in the 
mind of the ancient Hebrews. 
God was a great God to them 
and not one with whom they 
could feel an equality. The most 
beautiful expression is found in 
Exodus 34:6-7. One cannot read 
this expression two or three 
times and then imagine that ‘‘the 
law has been done away with.” 
Here is a beautiful expression of 
the nature of God, “merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger,” and yet 
he is one “who will by no means 
clear the guilty.” 

We turn now to a passage from 
the Sermon on the Mount, the 
other portion of our text today. 
Jesus had spoken the Beatitudes 
and also had spoken of the salt 
of the earth and the light of the 
world. Then he began to speak 
of his own relationship to “the 
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law and the prophets” 
thew 5:17). 

There was not a clear-cut con- 
cept of the relationship of the 
Messiah to the law, in the minds 
of all the people. Of course, they 
had not recognized Jesus as the 
Messiah. They did not fully un- 
derstand the messianic idea. It 
is one thing for us to look back 
upon the way God revealed him- 
self to his people in the days of 
the law and the prophets as com- 
pared to the revelation through 
his Son. It is another thing to 
try to see the thing through the 
eyes of the people who were alive 
and listening to the Sermon on 
the Mount. 

Jesus made it as clear as he 
could—he iid not come “to 
abolish” but “to fulfil.”” He em- 
phasized the statement by saying 
that “not an iota, not a dot” 
would pass away from the law 
until everything which the law 


(Mat- 


and the prophets had promised 
would be fulfilled. Iotas and 
dots are the smallest things that 
could be written, in the Hebrew 
language. I have written in de- 
tail about these in an earlier 
lesson. 

Next, he speaks not simply of 
law and prophets but of “these 
commandments,” obviously refer- 
ring to the Ten Commandments. 
He speaks not only of those who 
do not keep the commandments 
but also of those who teach 
others. It is one thing to work 
out a religious faith for one’s self 
but another responsibility when it 
comes to what we say to others 
about that faith. 

In this discussion, Jesus makes 
one of his frequent references to 
the scribes and Pharisees (verse 
20). When he tells his listeners 
that their righteousness must 
“exceed” the righteousness of 
these it would seem to indicate 


Meaning for Today 


ems 


ET NO one think it easy to 
apply the Ten Command- 
ments to the complex life of to- 
day. It isn’t worth much just to 
restate them; they have to be re- 
applied and this is difficult. It is 
not so simple as saying: ‘You 
shall not steal.” 

There are now such dignified 
ways of stealing, such socially ac- 
ceptable ways of stealing, such 
business-like ways of stealing, 
that one can steal and never bear 
the onus of being a thief. Some 
of the practices of stealing such 
as padding an expense account 
and falsifying an income tax re- 
turn are so acceptable in some 
business circles that they are con- 
sidered only shrewd business 
methods. 





Dr. Joyce, who is Associate Pro- 
fessor of New Testament at Chris- 
tian Theological Seminary, will be- 
come Dean of The Graduate 
Seminary, Enid, Okla., on Sept. 1, 
1962. 
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by J. Daniel Joyce 


“You shall not lie,” is not so 
simple in application as it was 
in that simple agricultural life to 
which it was given. There are 
very dignified and socially accept- 
able ways of lying that escape de- 
tection by anyone except one’s 
own conscience, and will escape 
that if we do not reinterpret the 
commandments in the light of the 
gospel. 

The practices of padding ex- 
pense accounts and falsifying in- 
come tax returns are not seen to 
be lying by many men in busi- 
ness. Advertising is so exag- 
gerated in its claims that every- 
one laughs at it and few get 
offended at the lies propagated by 
it. It is a socially accepted way 
of lying. 

All this means that the com- 
mandments have to be _inter- 
preted in the light of the gospel. 
Jesus was in bad standing with 
the rabbis because he claimed 
the authority and demonstrated 


that they have been mistaken 
about the law and the prophets. 
They assumed that they were the 
only ones who really knew how to 
keep the law and the prophets. 
They had everything worked out, 
in great detail. Yet, says Jesus, 
they have been missing the true 
meaning of the teaching and have 
not really been keeping it at all. 

This is the point at which we 
can make an easy transition into 
our “Meaning for Today.” You 
would be surprised at the mail I 
get which describes the Christian 
religion in the same mechanical 
detail that the scribes and Phar- 
isees used in dealing with the law 
and the prophets. Often, I won- 
der whether all this detail, well- 
meaning though it is, really pro- 
duces righteousness or not. In 
both the Old Testament and New 
Testament passages today we see 
that righteousness is not a matter 
of technique but of the heart. 


the ability to select from within 
the law that which summarized 
our responsibility and spoke most 
directly to our situation, i.e. to 
show its inner meaning or spir- 
itual meaning. From him we 
have this authority and a re- 
sponsibility so to do. 

We must do this because law 
is inadequate to meet human 
need. It cannot recreate life nor 
inspire life nor lead life to love 
God and to love people, which is 
the fulfillment of all law. This 
can be done only by example and 
by living in love. The letter of 
the law still kills while the spirit 
still makes alive. Law can never 
produce love, or kindness, or 
mercy, or any such fruit of life 
because these are fruits of the 
Spirit. 

By living a life which pro- 
duced these fruits, Jesus went be- 
yond the law. He made it un- 
necessary and it is now unneces- 
sary for mature Christians. How 
does the law against stealing 
help a mature Christian? In no 
way! He does not want to steal. 
It is the love of Christ which re- 
creates life and meets human 
need. Whoever is trusting in a 
law-abiding life for salvation, 
makes the cross of no avail. 
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NEWS 


of the Brotherhood 





Alex Mooty, Larry Maines 
Elected Vice-Presidents 


Pullin President of 
State Secretaries 


St. Louis—Morris H. Pullin of 
Bloomington, Ill., general secre- 
tary of [Illinois Disciples of 
Christ, has been elected president 
of the National Association of 
State Secretaries of the Chris- 
tian Churches, 


Officers were elected in the final 
business session of the association’s 
annual meeting here. 


The church executives heard a 
report that the required number of 
state and area organizations have 
not approved formation of a Nation- 
al Association of State and Area 
Secretaries and Board Chairmen, 
which was expected to replace the 
association this year. 


Board chairmen of 27 of the Dis- 
ciples’ state and area organizations 
attended the meeting this week in 
anticipation of the change and the 
association voted Tuesday to invite 
them again next year. 


Other Officers 


Alex Mooty of Nashville, Tenn., 
executive secretary-director of the 
Tennessee Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, was elected first vice-presi- 
dent and Lawrence H. Maines of 
East Lansing, Mich., executive secre- 
tary of the Michigan Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, was named second 
vice-president. 

Secretary-treasurer is Dyre Camp- 
bell of Topeka, Kan., executive 
secretary of the Kansas Christian 
Missionary Society. 

Pullin is a member of the Central 
Committee of Unified Promotion, the 
Christian Churches’ “united fund” 
agency for world outreach causes, 
and serves as an alternate member 
of the Year Book Publication Com- 
mittee of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches. 

The executives were reminded 
here they must feel responsible for 
the world-wide church, not merely 
for sectional programs. 

Lester B. Rickman of Jefferson 
City, executive secretary of the Mis- 
souri Association of Christian 
Churches, declared every executive 
should “act as if he belonged to 
the church first and to his agency 
second.” 

Addressing the annual meeting of 
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Morris H. Pullin 


the Association, the Missouri church- 
man said: 


“The executive secretary of a 
state or area must, above all per- 
sons, by his commitment, action and 
influence, keep up a sense of the 
whole responsibility of the church.” 


A state or area executive should 
be “an advocate for every agency 
of the church through which the 
church fulfills its mission,” Dr. 
Rickman continued. 

Dr. Rickman delivered three ad- 
dresses on “The Nature of the 
Church” in the meeting. 


City Executives Meet; 


Harrell Rea President 


St. Louis—Harrell A. Rea, execu- 
tive secretary of the Christian 
Church Commission of Kansas City, 
was elected president of the City 
Associations Fellowship of the 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) here. 

Executives and officers of Dis- 
ciples associations in 11 cities partic- 
ipated in the fellowship’s annual 
meeting Monday and Tuesday at the 
Statler-Hilton Hotel. 

Robert L. Bond, executive secre- 
tary of the Chicago Disciples Union, 
was named vice-president of the 
organization. Secretary-treasurer 
is Martin Davis, director of church 
development and men’s work for 
the Oklahoma Association of Chris- 
tian Churches. 

Research and planning, the inner 
city church and the work of city 
associations were discussed. 





Former State Secretary 
Was 92 Years Old 


W. F. Turner Dies 


SEATTLE—William Franklin Tur- 
ner, 92, state secretary emeritus of 
the Washington Christian Mission- 
ary Society, died in his sleep here 
Dec. 8. 

Earl H. Van Doren, state secre- 
tary of the Washington-North Idaho 
Christian Missionary Society, re- 
ports that services were held Dec. 
12 at University Church, Seattle. 

W. F. Turner (as he was more 
commonly known) was a Christian 
Church minister for 70 years. He 
was the executive for the Washing- 
ton Christian Missionary Society for 
20 years, retiring from that post in 
1950. 

Two years ago Dr. Turner was 
honored by University Christian 
Church here when “W. F. Turner 
Day” was celebrated on the occasion 
of his 90th birthday. 

An optimist .who didn’t care 
much for talking about “the good 
old days,” Dr. Turner expressed 
confidence in the youth of today and 
said it was his belief that ‘“Chris- 
tians are stronger spiritually than 
they ever have been.” 

Born in Marionville, Mo., Turner 
preached his first sermon when he 
entered The College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Ky., in 1881. He gradu- 
ated in 1894. He served churches at 
La Belle and Joplin, Mo., and at Cen- 
tral Church Peoria, IIl., before he 
became minister of First Church, 
Yakima, Wash., in 1912. After the 
United Christian Missionary Society 
was organized in 1920, Dr. Turner 
served for four years as the secre- 
tary for the “Home Department.” 

Mrs. Turner died in 1952. Sur- 
viving are a son and two daughters. 





W. F. Turner when he was pastor 
at Central Church Peoria, IIl., more 
than 50 years ago. 
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37 Churches Listed 
In Chain of Prayer 


For Week of Dec. 31 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Donald M. 
Salmon, executive secretary of 
the Department of Evangelism 
of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, has announced 
here that so far 436 Christian 
Church congregations throughout 
North America have enrolled in 
the 1962 Chain of Prayer. 


Churches taking part in this 
brotherhood-wide round-the-clock 
prayer vigil will be listed in “The 
Christian” during their week of 
participation. 


The 37 congregations enrolled for 
the week beginning today, Dec. 31, 
are the following: 


December 31— 


First Church, Bellefontaine, Ohio, 
Keith L. McNeill, minister. 

First Church, Vancouver, Wash., 
Carroll Fairbanks, minister. 

First Church, Abilene, Tex., Nor- 
man W. Conner, minister. 

Park Hill Church, Denver, Colo., 
Donald J. Root, minister. 


January 1— 

Creighton Church, Phoenix, Ariz., 
Donald L. Helseth, minister. 

First Church, Douglas, Ariz., Franz 
Alford, minister. 

Christian Church, Paris, Mo., 
Charles B. Barr, minister. 

First Church, Bowling Green, Mo., 
John A. Farr, minister. 

First Church, Wellsville, 
Robert E. Andrews, minister. 

Bethany Church, Miami, Okla., Joe 
Hardegree, minister. 

Third Church, New York City, E. 
Sanchez, minister. 

Christian Church, Sweet Springs, 
Mo., Ted Chrystie, minister. 

First Church, Eugene, Ore., Carl- 
ton C. Buck, minister. 

Christian Church, Ontario, Ore., 
Howard Larsen, minister. 

First Church, Oskaloosa, Ia., Rich- 
ard Goins, minister. 

First Church, Carlsbad, N. M., S. V. 
Mattson, minister. 

First Church, Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
Jack A. Oliver, minister. 

Central Church, Flint, Mich., Rus- 
sell E. Palmer, minister. 

Christian Church, Daleville, Ind., 
Ronald Hurst, minister. 

Wheat Swamp Church, LaGrange, 
N. C., James M. Mahoney, minister. 

Raleigh Church, Memphis, Tenn., 
J. B. Simmons, minister. 


Ohio, 


January 2— 
Christian Church, Shreve, Ohio, 
Ethel Shreve, chairman. 
First Church, Cimarron, 
Richard P. Yaple, minister. 


Kan., 
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Christian Church, Cowan, Ind., 
John T. Lee, minister. 


January 3— 

First Church, Harrisonville, Mo., 
W. R. Tucker, minister. 

Christian Church, Yorktown, Ind., 
George A. Ross, minister. 


January 4— 

Petunia Church, Wytheville, Vir- 
ginia. 

Evanston Church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Billie Adams, minister. 

First Church, Hartford City, Ind., 
Robert C. Neel, minister. 

Christian Church, Pendleton, Ind., 
W. S. Knight, Jr., minister. 
January 5— 

Lake Forest Church, Houston, 
Tex., S. A. Crouch, minister. 

First Church, Savannah, Ga., 
James Hooten, minister. 

Northern Heights Church, Tulsa, 
Okla., Herschel C. Dugan, minister. 

First Church, Eaton, Ind., Daniel 
Howard, minister. 


January 6— 

First Church, Billings, 
Gene Robinson, minister. 

First Church, Antioch, Calif., Rich- 
ard Osborn, minister. 

Salt Springs Church, Ocala, Fla., 
M. D. Wade, Sr., minister. 


Mont., 


Over 11-Year Period 


201% Increase 
In Outreach Giving 


St. Louis—Contributions to out- 
reach causes supported through 
Unified Promotion, the “united 
fund” of the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ), have increased 
more than 201 per cent in the past 
11 years. 


A gain from $2,212,499 in 1949-50 
to $6,672,253 in 1960-61 was revealed 
in a national comparative presented 
here to the agency’s board of di- 
rectors. 


Fifty-nine agencies and _ institu- 
tions ranging from the Disciples’ 
state organizations to The United 
Christian Missionary Society were 
supported through Unified Pro- 
motion in 1960-61. 

This year, 10 additional colleges 
and seminaries have become mem- 
bers of the “united fund” for the 
church work, 

Net gain in the year that ended 
on June 30 was $350,407, Spencer P. 
Austin of Indianapolis, Ind., execu- 
tive secretary of Unified Promotion, 
announced in the board meeting. 

Unified Promotion allocations for 
1961-62 total $8,584,522 and, if full 
distribution is to be made, another 
sharp rise in contributions will be 
needed in the year that will end 
next June 30, Dr. Austin pointed 
out. 


Brotherhood News 


Resolution Being Drafted 
State Execs Favor 


Biennial Assembly 


St. Louis—The_ Christian 
Churches’ state secretaries have 
taken initial steps toward prep- 
aration of a resolution advocating 
biennial assemblies rather than 
annual assemblies of the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches. 


The National Association of State 
Secretaries of the Christian Church- 
es approved an action here instruct- 
ing James Parrott of Los Angeles 
to draft a resolution calling for 
biennial assemblies. 


Dr. Parrott is executive secretary 
for the Christian Churches of 
Southern California. The 1961 as- 
sembly of the Southern California 
churches brought before the Kansas 
City Assembly of the International 
Convention a resolution calling for 
“immediate consideration” to sched- 
uling the assemblies on a biennial 
basis beginning in 1964. 


Instead of giving “immediate con- 
sideration” the Assembly, by ap- 
proving the action of the Committee 
on Recommendations, referred the 
resolution “without prejudice” to 
the Commission on Brotherhood Re- 
structure. 


There has been increasing discus- 
sion relating to proposals which 
have been made urging that as- 
semblies be held every other year. 
Those who favor the proposals say 
the biennial assembly would permit 
more time for developing program, 
give greater opportunity for “cre- 
ative planning,” avoid repetitious 
activity from year to year and help 
to strengthen planning processes for 
the assemblies. 


Those who favor the annual as- 
semblies point to the significance of 
annual fellowship, reports and 
evaluation and continuity advan- 
tage. 


The state and area executives also 
adopted a set of principles that will 
guide them in ministerial place- 
ment; approved a tentative docu- 
ment on the listing of ministers and 
congregations in the Year Book of 
Christian Churches; and commended 
a new program of church-wide lead- 
ership development which has been 
launched by The United Christian 
Missionary Society. 
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A NEW EDUCATION BUILDING and 
this modernized sanctuary and other 
facilities, are part of a $200,000 
building program recently com- 
pleted by First Christian Church, 
Ashland, Ohio. Harry C. Dougherty 
is the minister and Mrs. J. Gailard 
Hall the director of Christian 
Education. 





MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Midland, Tex., recently held dedica- 
tion services for its new sanctuary, 
education building and administra- 
tion wing. This photo is an interior 
view of the sanctuary. Clyde D. 
Foltz is minister of the church. 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Sanger, Calif., dedicated 
this new church building on Nov. 12. As the first unit 
in a long-range building program, this structure pro- 





CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY for this $125,000 Park 
Place Christian Church, Wichita Falls, Tex. The con- 


gregation was organized in May, 1960, with members from 
First and Highland Heights churches. Byron K. Rose is 


the pastor. 


BUILDING 
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THIS NEW SANCTUARY is now in 
use by members of Central Christian 
Church, Caldwell, Kan. Dyre Camp- 
bell, Executive Secretary of the 
Kansas Christian Missionary Society, 
was the main speaker for the dedi- 
cation. Lewis D. Fowler is minister 
of the church. In addition to the 
sanctuary, the new building also in- 
cludes five classrooms, an office, 
study, two baptismal preparatory 
rooms and a parlor. 


vides a temporary sanctuary, multi-purpose room, 
kitchen, 13 classrooms and office. 
pastor of the church. 


G. Everett Figgs is 
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HAMPTON ADAMS, minister of Park 
Avenue Christian Church, New York 
City, pins the God and Country 
Award on Richard Weidman. 


DICKIE WEBB has received the God 
and Country Award at First Chris- 
tian Church, Grand Prairie, Tex. On 
the left are his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodrow Webb, and on the right is 
the minister, Roy C. Brewton. 


SEVEN SCOUTS have received God and Country Awards 
at First Christian Church, Appleton City, Mo. At the 
presentation service each boy gave his mother a God and 
Country pin. Pictured are (from left): Paul Hartenberger, 
minister of the church, Jeffrey Hartenberger, Mrs. Paul 
Hartenberger, Henry Hartenberger, Rodger Tindall, Scout- 
master, Robert Tindall, Mrs. Robert Tindall, Larry Tindall, 
Leo Higgins, James Higgins, Troy Zink, Mrs. Troy Zink, 
Jack Zink, Oliver Piepmeier, Franklin Piepmeier, Mrs. 
Oliver Piepmeier and Wilbur Zink, Explorer Scout adviser. 
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JERRY WAYNE RAGSDALE has re- 
ceived the God and Country Award 
at the Christian Church in Marsh- 
field, Mo. On the right is the pastor, 
Jerry R. Porter. 


FRANK INFIELD recently received 
the God and Country Award at First 
Christian Church, Paris, Mo. On the 
left is Paul V. Rathbun, minister, 
with Ernest J. Infield, father and 
Scoutmaster, in the center. 


MRS. WAYNE B. LARUE, SR., pins 
the God and Country Award on her 
son, Wayne Burton LaRue, Jr., at 
First Christian Church, Tupelo, Miss. 
On the right (from left) are: Mr. 
LaRue and Scoutmaster Paul Eason. 
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One-Third Million Dollars 
For Phillips University 


Phillips Family Pledges 
Money for New Library 


ENID, OKLA.—Heirs of the late 
Thomas W. Phillips have pledged 
one-third of a million dollars toward 
a new library building to be erected 
here at Phillips University. The 
Mabee Foundation of Tulsa has also 
added $50,000 to the library build- 
ing fund. 

These announcements were made 
here by Phillips University Presi- 
dent Hallie G. Gantz during his ac- 
ceptance speech at his inauguration 


as president of the university. 

The new building will be located 
in the center of the campus, in the 
approximate location of the Old 
Main, administration building which 
burned in 1947, 

The new library, which would be 
named Zollars Library in memory of 
the founding president of Phillips 
University, would also contain class- 
rooms until the school grew to such 
a size that a classroom building 
would be built and the library grows 
to such a size that the whole build- 
ing would be used as a library. 

Preliminary plans call for the old 
library to be used as a museum and 
art gallery. The Phillips family 
built the present library in 1913 


upon the death of T. W. Phillips, 





Sr. It was at this time that the 
University’s name was changed from 
Oklahoma Christian University to 
Phillips University. T. W. Phillips, 
Sr., paid the salaries and provided 
funds and expenses at the beginning 
of the University. 


John Knowles Named Director 
Of Church Relations at TCU 


FortT WorTH, TEx.—John C. 
Knowles, minister of First Chris- 
tian Church of Houston, has been 
named Director of Church Rela- 
tions here for Texas Christian Uni- 
versity effective January 1, Chan- 
cellor M. E. Sadler has announced. 

He replaces Lee C. Pierce who 
will become pastor of the Christian 
Church at Norman, Okla. 

A native of North Platte, Neb., Dr. 
Knowles took his B. A. degree from 
TCU in 1936 and did graduate work 
at Williams College. He also studied 
in TCU’s Brite College of the Bible 
and received an honorary D.D. 
degree from the university in 1957. 

The new TCU staff member 
served as a YMCA secretary 1936-46, 
as associate minister of Hollywood: 
Beverly Christian Church in Los 
Angeles 1946-1947, and then as as- 
sociate minister with his father, 
Harry G. Knowles, at First Chris- 
tian Church in Houston. 

Upon his father’s retirement in 
1950, he became minister of the 
Houston Church. 


New Residence Hall 
For Chapman College 


ORANGE, CALIF.—The Chapman 
College Board of Trustees has au- 
thorized an architectural firm to 
design a new residence hall and 
dining commons for the school here. 

Funds in the amount of $600,000 
have been allocated by the Housing 
and Home Finance Agency of the 
federal government for a _ self- 
liquidating loan to Chapman to 
cover construction costs of the new 
structure. 

As prepared by the college’s Plan- 
ning Council, the program for the 
new facility calls for a two-story 
dormitory unit housing 96 students, 
plus a head resident’s apartment, 
with a student lounge, main dining 
room seating 500, guest dining room, 
and snack bar in a one-story wing. 


Religious Emphasis Week 


COLUMBIA, Mo.—William E. Tuck- 
er, acting chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Religion and Philosophy at 


GROUND WAS BROKEN recently at Eureka College, Eureka, Ill., for a 
new food service building. Richard Dickinson turned the first shovel of 
dirt. Dr. Dickinson is a former student, a former acting president and now 
trustee emeritus of the college. Other participants include (from left): 
Ira W. Langston, president of the college; Clifford N. Hathway, chairman 
of the Development Council; and John Trefgzer, pastor of First Christian 
Church, Bloomington, and president of the Eureka College trustees. 


Atlantic Christian College in Wilson, 
N. C., was the main speaker for 
“Religious Emphasis Week,” ob- 
served recently here at Christian 
College. The special week took the 
theme, “Live in Faith Today.” 


22 (1686) THE CHRISTIAN 





Ss Vv tw WN we omw | 


a 2 


an: 


= 


{- 
t- 
at 
n, 
or 
b- 


1e 





Brotherhood News 


“Let's Week” Observed 
By Richmond Churches 


RICHMOND, VA.—Christian Church- 
es of this city observed “Let’s Week” 
Nov. 1-7 with over 200 participants. 
“Let’s Week” is a week of Looking 
Eagerly Toward Service, and is 
designed to help one grow as a 
Christian and as a leader in the pro- 
gram of the church. 

Classes were held at Seventh 
Street Christian Church under the 
sponsorship of the Richmond Disci- 
ples of Christ Council. Richard V. 
Zigler, minister of Christian educa- 
tion at Seventh Street Church, 
served as dean and Miss Katherine 
Kinker of Bethany Church served 
as secretary. 

The following courses were of- 


fered: “Let’s Grow in Christian 
Unity,” “Let’s Prepare for the New 
Adult Curriculum,” “Let’s Focus 


and Use Tack,” “Let’s Explore the 
Bible,” “Let’s Analyze Church 
Music,” “Let’s Plan for Christmas,” 
“Let’s Consider Teaching,” and 
“Let’s Seek Christian Stewardship.” 

Participating churches were: 
Highland Park Christian, Bethany 





Christian, Colonial Place Christian, 
Third Christian, Battery Park 
Christian, Lakeside Christian, 
Seventh Street Christian, Church of 
the Brethren, St. John’s Evangelical 
and Reformed, First Christian 
Church of Petersbury, First Chris- 
tian Church of Hopewell. 


Ecumenical Week of 
Dedication at Athens 


ATHENS, TeEx.—First Christian 
Church here held an ecumenical 
week of dedication for its new build- 
ings. Charles W. Patrick is minister 
of the church. 

Former pastors of the church, W. 
B. Oliver, Harvey Redford and 
Nimmo Goldston, participated in the 
service of homecoming and dedi- 
cation on Oct. 22. 

Alex S. Cox III, of Corsicana, 
district 14 president of Texas Chris- 
tian Churches; Bill Howland, min- 
ister of First Church, Longview; and 
Granville T. Walker, minister of 
University Church, Ft. Worth, were 
among the Disciple ministers that 
participated during the week.— 
RORERT D. MATHENY. 





A DEMONSTRATION of the telephone survey method of finding prospects for 
church membership was held at Shawnee Christian Church, Louisville, Ky., 
recently. Following a fellowship supper and with the aid of the local 
telephone company, volunteers dramatized the techniques of calling tele- 
phone numbers and securing necessary information for a religious survey. 
Each call averaged 11 minutes and approximately one prospective family 
was found out of every ten calls made. 
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Campanile, Cloister 
And Bells Dedicated 


GLENDALE, Mo.—The Webster 
Groves Christian Church here held 
a dedication service for its recently 
completed campanile, cloister and 
bells on Nov. 26. 

This completes a third step in a 
master plan of construction which, 
when finished, will produce church 
buildings costing some one million 
dollars. The sanctuary and educa- 
tion buildings were completed about 
five years ago. 

The bells for the campanile were 
cast in France and were a gift of 
the James F. Whitehead, Jr., family, 
members of the church. 


Raymond McCallister is minister. 


Mrs. H. B. McCormick 


Dies in Indianapolis 


INDIANAPOLIS Bulletin—Mrs. Harry 
B. McCormick died here Dec. 14 
following a stroke. 

Services were held at Downey 
Avenue Christian Church Dec. 16, 
with burial at Cleveland, Ohio. 

Her husband was for five years 
president of the United Christian 
Missionary Society and was presi- 
dent of the International Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches in 1939. 


Education Facilities 
Dedicated on Nov. 19 


DALLAS, TEx.—Lakeview Christian 
Church here held dedication services 
on Nov. 19 for its new education 
facilities. This includes a fellowship 
hall with seating capacity of 400, a 
kitchen, youth lounge, office, choir 
room and classroom space. A re- 
modeled area of the church provides 
a chapel, parlor with kitchenette, 
classroom and office space. 

Charles Kemp, of Brite College 
of the Bible, was the dedication 
speaker. T. T. Swearingen, of the 
Texas Board of Christian Churches, 
also participated. 

Kenneth M. Hay is the pastor of 
this 20-year-old congregation. 


Book Fair at Union Avenue 


St. Louis, Mo.—About 250 mem- 
bers and friends of Union Avenue 
Christian Church assembled here on 
Oct. 29 for a Book Fair. Booths 
illustrating books in various areas of 
religious literature were carefully 
arranged by the over-all chairman, 
Mrs. Howard E. Short. 
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Nothingness Absolutized 


Nilhilism. By Helmut  Thielicke. 
Harper and Bros. 178 pages. $5. 


These are the lectures given at 
Tubingen shortly after the German 
Surrender in 1945, since given to 
other audiences and published in 
various parts of the world. The 
translation of the present edition 
by John W. Doberstein is excellent. 

Nihilism, as its name implies, is an 
examination of the absolutization of 
Nothingness in the modern world. 
He deals with its overt and disguised 
forms, as a psychiatric phenomenon, 
in its presence in law, medicine, 
politics, and in its part played in the 
modern destruction of the self. 

In the process of this examina- 
tion he offers a short critique of 
existentialism and a _ suggested 
“Christian” answer to the anxiety 
of life and the fear of Nothingness. 


The real cause of anxiety and the 
absolutization of Nothingness, says 
Thielicke, is estrangement from 
God. The answer is to be found in 
commitment to God, shown in the 
positive power of love. Meaning- 
lessness is not overcome by strength, 
courage, or fortitude, but by fellow- 
ship with God. “There is no fear 
in love.” 

This short volume reveals Thie- 
licke’s wide understanding of the 
mood of modern man revealed not 
only in philosophical writing, but in 
literature, art, and science. Many 
of his best illustrations of nihilism 
and its forms are drawn from mod- 
ern imaginative literature. 


There can be no serious Christian 
disagreement with Thielicke’s 
“Christian answer.” However, 
Thielicke’s dealing with the problem 
of a Creator God and “chance” 
leaves much to be desired. Thielicke 
attempts to maintain “faith” and 
“meaningfulness” by asserting that 
“chance” is really no infraction of 
the law of casuality, but only an 
ignorance of such on our part. 

It is exceedingly doubtful that 
such a view can be maintained. Post- 
modern physics is showing us a 
world which is manifestly at odds 
with our sense of order. There 
seems to be a radical disjunction be- 


24 (1688) 


‘¢6¥You Are What You Read’’ 


tween the way things behave and 
every possible way in which we 
might try to visualize them. Scien- 
tists no longer hold the view of 
scientific pioneers (to which theolo- 
gians like Thielicke have adjusted 
themselves) that we live in a 
sympathetic world, eventually com- 
prehensible by our minds, and essen- 
tially one of order. The problem 
of the relation of God to the world 
is more complex than Thielicke sees. 
Having voiced at least this crit- 
icism, let me hasten to say that any 
minister who wishes to understand 
the mood of modern man will be 
helped greatly by this book. He will 
also find much that points to a help- 
ful answer. 
—FRANK NELSON GARDNER. 


85 Contributors 


The Minister’s Own Mental Health. 
Edited by Wayne E. Oates. Channel 
Press. 335 pages. $4.95. 


The title of this book edited by 
Wayne Oates should have obvious in- 
terest to ministers or to laymen who 
are interested or concerned about 
their minister. It is difficult to re- 
view a book that lists 35 names as 
contributors. 

Wayne Oates, the editor, is recog- 
nized as one of the leaders in the 
pastoral care field. Other authors 
are Donald Blain, the psychiatrist; 
Daniel D. Williams, the theologian; 
Frederick R, Kling of Educational 
Testing Service; Robert C. Leslie, 
Professor of Pastoral Care; Samuel 
W. Blizzard, Professor of Chris- 
tianity and Society; Seward Hiltner, 
Professor of Pastoral Theology; 
Reuel L. Howe, Director of the In- 
stitute for Advanced Pastoral Stud- 
ies and many more. 

As in any such compilation there 
is a wide variety of emphases. Some 
readers will find some articles of 
more interest and value than others. 
Almost all the material has ap- 
peared previously in Pastoral 
Psychology magazine and _ several 
other journals and books. In other 
words, this is a collection of current 
material dealing with the subject 
of the minister’s mental health. 

Part I discusses “The Healthy 


Minister,” Part II “The Vocational 
Intentions and Inner Stress of the 
Minister,” Part III “The Minister’s 
Self-Knowledge and _ Functional 
Effectiveness,” Part IV “The Min- 
ister and His Family,” Part V “The 
Incidence and Kinds of Illness 
Among Ministers,’ Part VI “The 
Selection of Ministers and the Pre- 
vention of Mental Illness,” and Part 
VII “The Re-Education and Therapy 
of the Minister.”—CHARLES F, KEMP. 


Wealth of Material 


Philosophic Classics. Edited by 
Walter Kaufmann. Prentice-Hall, 
Inc. Vol. I, 630 pages. Vol. II, 584 
pages. $9.25 per volume. 


This two-volume set provides 
valuable material for the person 
who desires access to the principal 
writings of the major philosophers. 
What distinguishes this set is its 
inclusiveness. Many philosophers 
who are usually neglected in col- 
lections such as this are here in- 
cluded (e.g., Zeno of Elea, Clean- 
thes, and Saxtus Emiricus in vol. I, 
and Malebranche in vol. II). Dr. 
Kaufmann has provided a wealth of 
material, some of which is not 
easily secured anywhere else in such 
handy form. The ancient philoso- 
phers, especially, are well repre- 
sented. 

Volume I contains selections from 
the writings of the ancient and me- 
dieval thinkers, beginning with 
Thales and ending with Thomas 
Aquinas. It should be pointed out 
that, largely because of the limita- 
tions of space, Dr. Kaufmann has 
chosen not to include many se- 
lections from the medieval period. 
Except for the last fifty pages, the 
first volume is devoted to the an- 


cient philosophers. Consequently, 
only a little “taste” of medieval 
philosophy is given. Volume II 


contains selections from the writings 
of the modern philosophers, begin- 
ning with Francis Bacon and ending 
with Immanuel Kant. 

In general, the selections are 
wisely chosen and long enough to 
give a good representation of the 
thought of each philosopher. 

—DwIGHT C. STEWART 
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Time Brings All Things 


IME flows on like a sullen 
river or a mighty dashing 
stream. Time brings all things: 


Time brings us her medley of 
beauty and pity and pain and 
her hope chest of laughter and 


is done. She brings us the som- 
ber hours when there is no light, 
and cathedrals glowing with a 
thousand lamps. 

Time brings the despair of 
failure and the fleeting moments 
of wine when success has come. 
She brings us the sun and the 
snow. She brings us to the ships 
at sea, and to the last port of 
call with the voyage done too 
soon. 

Time brings us all peoples—the 
little, dreamless ones who die like 
sheep, and those who are cruci- 
fied because they dream _ too 





i- Thanksgiving, Christmas, the triumph and healing. She brings much. She brings us her salu- 

- golden gate and the white, un- us the drouth and the rain. She _ tations to the dawn, and, after 

- spoiled page of a new year, and. brings war and peace, the full a few hours, her noiseless sunset 

~ the lilies of Arimathea. She _ pantry and the empty shelf. She and evening star. And where 

rt brings gratitude, and the un-_ brings us the first blush of life does time go? Nowhere. We go 

vy grateful heart, though surfeited and the last rose of summer. and time stays. 

P. with things. Time brings our Time brings us love and the And while she tarries in od 
Lady to the stable door and a_ desolate heart. halls, she brings us the full cycle 
Baby’s tiny cry within. She She brings us Flanders Fields of all things: the feverish teens, 

dy brings resolutions for new days, where the poppies grow, and the the blossoming twenties, the 

“ and the strength, or the lack of tombs of the unnamed scldiers. laboring thirties, the climbing 
it, to keep them. Time brings She brings us the strong man, forties, the masterful fifties, the 

. the spring with the Living’ rejoicing to run a race, and the’ cooling sixties, the _ reflective 

c Presence beyond the empty tomb. spires of the city when the race seventies, the sod—and then God! 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





No Adverse Criticism 


Editor, The Christian: 


We note in The Christian of July 
2, 1961, your statement that you 
received letters in such strong 
language that they can’t be printed. 
It is hard to believe that yours is 
the type of editorial department 
that woulf print adverse criticism 
of any kind from any source. 


Your lead editorial (page 6) as 
well as the Hammill article (page 
9) are so filled with untruths— 
“bold-face lies” in any other field— 
that in a lengthy discussion, many 
of us decided that either the 
editorial staff is composed of NCCC 
—subversives—members, or, are a 
bunch of idiotic morans with the 
poorly founded idea that readers of 
“The Christian” are in the same 
category. ... 


We sincerely hope that you can, 
before long, truthfully and in all 
good faith say that you have noth- 
ing to do with apostasy and that you 
can mean it when you say you have 
full faith in God and Christ.—J. L. 
Murray, Littleton, Colorado. 


Editor’s Comment: I’ll try! 


No Education Aid 
Editor, The Christian: 


I read with interest the news 
item, ‘National Council Hits Roman 
Church Tactics,” page 10 of the 
July 30, 1961, issue of The Christian. 


I realize that the Roman Catholic 
efforts to obtain the American tax- 
payer’s money for their own selfish 
aims in support of their parochial 
school is disgusting, but on the 
other hand the National Council of 
Churches’ attitude toward federal 
aid for public schools is equally un- 
American and certainly not in the 
Christian interest. ... 


The American public school sys- 
tem has gnabled this nation to grow 
and flourish and with it Protestant- 
ism. Without it both will fall and 
Christianity will become in less than 
a generation what it was two 
thousand years ago. The advocates 
of federal aid to education are aid- 
ing the “liberals” in our government 
who are not overlooking any op- 
portunity to concentrate all power 
in Washington through taxation in 
order to complete the turning of 
this country into a socialistic an- 
archy. . . .—IVAN G. PYLES, Morgan 
City, La. 
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EDITOR’s COMMENT: It’s peculiar 
that members of Congress can in- 
troduce and fight for a bill like the 
education bill, with immunity, but 
if a committee of the National 
Council favors it, this becomes “un- 
American.” Even so, I doubt if 
anyone in Washington wants a 
“socialistic anarchy.” We welcome 
all comment. Everyone is vitally 
interested in the country’s welfare. 
We just disagree on the means to 
achieve it. That’s democracy. One 
right-wing radical, who seems to 
have lots of friends among our 
readers, says America must do away 
with democracy. I disagree. 


Diligent Work Needed 


Editor, The Christian: 


At last I feel that someone has 
intelligently and publicly (and quite 
frankly, too) aired the existing 
problem as discussed in the article, 
“Can Alcohol Be Controlled?” in 
the August 13 issue of The Chris- 
tian, written by C. Harvey Lord. 

Whether we like to admit it or 
not, Mr. Lord’s analysis of the 
existing situation is definitely true. 
I agree with him that the Church 
today in America has contributed 
very little positively to the liquor 
control and syndicate growth prob- 
lems we have, simply because of the 
idealistic, ‘morally pure” stand that 
it has taken, not just in regard to 
alcohol, but in other areas as well. 
Too often the Church today does 
little or nothing at all, simply be- 
cause it cannot have its own way, 
like a spoiled child! ... 

Let’s face it! With this problem 
we have failed to get across effec- 
tively our ideal solution to the 
problem. But that doesn’t mean 
that we should just sit down and 
do nothing because we can’t have 
our way. Let’s be realistic, and 
work diligently for strict controls 
and regulations over these evils 
that harass and plague our society. 
Example, personal or corporate, al- 
ways speaks more effectively than 
law.—EDWIN D. MICHAEL, Newkirk, 
Okla. 


Without Plan or Reason 
Editor, The Christian: 


I have just read your most timely 
editorial, “More and More People,” 
in the August 6 issue of The Chris- 
tian. In spite of numerous tradi- 
tional taboos, the issue of birth 
control is very much with us 


———————_ 


Letters... 


whether we are willing to face up 
to it or not, and I say most heartily, 
“Congratulations to you for the 
stand you have taken!” I say, also, 
that many persons who read this 
“Letters” page from week to week 
are already guilty of “murder in 
advance”—not pre-meditated, mind 
you, but murder (or at least man- 
slaughter) nonetheless. I am refer- 
ring to those couples have thought- 
lessly, and without plan or reason, 
had ten, twelve, or fourteen chil- 
dren from the time of World War II 
until now. 

... When that great-great-grand- 
child, as yet unborn, dies of starva- 
tion about 80 years from now, due 
to the scarcity of food, the great- 
great-grandparents of today will 
automatically become killers. If the 
“high population” families of the 
present could be made to see the 
current birth control problem in 
this light, they might give more 
serious consideration to such a 
grave matter.—CHARLES F.. RUSSELL, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


First Things First 
Editor, The Christian: 

The problem posed by Ronald 
Nowlin in the August 13 issue of 
The Christian is an old one. But 
there is an effective solution. It is 
the simple expedient of putting first 
things first. If the central purpose 
of our coming together on the 
Lord’s Day is to fellowship together 
with our Lord Jesus, why not make 
that the first order of business 
instead of relegating it to second 
place? 

If this suggestion seems too radi- 
cal a departure from custom for 
some of our old-line churches, let 
them remember that the suggestion 
is made on the basis of experience, 
successful experience. The roof 
will not fall in if morning worship 
is held before Sunday School. And, 
best of all, it solves the problem 
posed. Try it and see!—EuGENE F. 
Stump, Danbury, Conn. 


No Goozel-squigs, Please 
Editor, The Christian: 


I have just finished reading The 
Christian for October 1, and enjoyed 
everything up to the last letter. 

Why, why did you print a letter 
from a “goozel-squig” ?—MrRs. CARRIE 
HOTCHKISS, North Manchester, Ind. 
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(Advertisement) 


A\NSWER: Listening to a person tell 
us something is only one way of learn- 
ing. As a matter of fact, most educators 
today consider it the least effective way 
to learn. In many of our churches, the 
primary emphasis in adult classes is on 
group discussion. You may be surprised 
at how well it works. And at how much 
members of the class learn through tak- 
ing part in free discussion. 


Of course, it takes real ingenuity on 
the part of the teacher to interest adults 
enough to stir up that kind of enthusi- 
asm. But the job is more than half done 
when you use Bethany Study Courses. 


Materials in these books challenge 
adults to give serious thought to specific 
aspects of Christianity: stewardship and 
its meaning, marriage counseling, bibli- 
cal interpretation, Disciple development, 
family life, Bible study, and other im- 
portant areas. They are written by some 


of the most respected scholars of the 
brotherhood. 


You may be interested in this excerpt 
from “The Whole Picture.” It shows 
how Bethany Study Courses develop 
each of the basic religious ideas and 
experiences considered in all church 
school curricula. See your copy of “The 
Light of Effective Christian Teaching” 
for complete descriptions. 


Ask A 
Superintendent 


Question: How can we make our adult class more 
interesting? Some people say it’s too much like church 
because the teacher gets up and “preaches” every Sunday. 


GOD 


A Faith to Live By*, Faiths that Compete 
for My Loyalty, Man’s Growing Idea of 
God, The God We Trust*. 


JESUS 
A Faith to Live By*, Strong Son of God’, 
He Taught Them, Saying .. .*, Come and 
See®. 


THE BIBLE 
A Man Who Wrote Scripture, Makers of a 
Nation, Strong Son of God", Beginning at 
Jerusalem, The Church After Paul, The 
Fourth Witness, He Taught Them, Saying 
. ..", Your Face in This Mirror‘, Beginnings 
of the Hebrew People". 


THE CHURCH 
Christ Across the Centuries, Whence and 
Whither the Disciples of Christ*, Doctrine 
and Thought of the Disciples of Christ", 
The Church’s First 1000 Years*. 


PERSONAL RELATIONS 
Friendship, Christian Happiness in the 
Home, Stewardship in the Bible, Stranger 
in My House*, How Free Are You?* Your 
Family and Christian Stewardship, Financing 
Faith”, Christian Worship by Families, Good 
Neighbors’, Enjoying the Bible at Home’, 
Toward a Christian Home‘, If Two Are 


to Become One‘, Christian Growth in 
Family Life’. 


WIDER RELATIONS 
The Quest for Christian Brotherhood, He 
Taught Them, Saying .. .*, The Big Differ- 
ence*, The Bible and Our Social Responsi- 
bility*. 

Unless otherwise noted, course reading books are $ .75. 


*Also has teacher’s edition, $1.00. Reading book sells 
for $1.00. ¢In the Faith for Life Series, reading book 
sells for $1.00. “Reading book sells for $ .50. 


Order from Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, 
St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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QUESTION: What happened to 
the discussions we were having 
with the Baptists? It seems to 
me, a layman, that this is more 
of a “natural” than our merging 
with the United Church. 


ANSWER: It always seemed 
that way to me, a minister, too. 
The American Baptists Conven- 
tion and our Convention had a 
committee of 15 persons from 
each, appointed to study the 
matter of merging. 

It was my privilege to be one 
of the Disciples. I was then 
serving a Baptist-Disciple church. 
I have recently given my file to 
the Historical Society, but I re- 
member many things clearly. 

It was probably in 1949 that 
we set a time table leading to 
closer fellowship and merger. 
The Chicago convention in 1952 
found us having simultaneous 
and joint sessions. But it was 
a cold affair. The convention 
sessions were carried on as 
planned well in advance. There 
was no other choice. 

I believe all of us on the Disci- 
ple section hoped and prayed 
that this convention would swing 
the tide back toward an eventual 
merger. Some of the Baptists 
felt this way too. But the con- 
vention did not change things. 

The Baptists began backing 
away from possible merger in 
their 1950 convention in Boston. 
In January of 1952, the late Dr. 
Reuben Nelson, Executive Secre- 
tary of the ABC, announced to 
our joint meeting in Chicago that 
the ABC would no longer con- 
tinue its section of the joint com- 
mittee. 


He gave many reasons which 
it will do no good to quote as 
I must from memory. I do recall 
that he brought a sheaf of letters 
from one hundred or more of the 
ABC ministers objecting to hav- 
ing communion with us at the 
convention. I shall always re- 
member how Dr. Perry E. Gres- 
ham looked at Dr. Nelson and 
said, “We Disciples have had 
communion at our conventions 
for over one hundred years. 
We'll have communion by our- 
selves if need be, but we prefer 
to have it with our Baptist 
brethren in Christ, if possible.” 
And we had communion, as 
guests of the First Baptist 
Church of a little community 
outside of Chicago. Dr. Eugene 
Bartlett was the host pastor. 


I think our trouble was that 
we were too much alike. We 
could match church for church, 
open membership and_ closed 
membership. We could match 
preacher by preacher, liberal, 
conservative, and fundamentalist. 
We could match man for man 
those in both groups opposing 
merger and those in favor. 

This was the second time in 
our generation that the Baptists 
broke off negotiations with us. 
Many of us now feel that any 
further discussion of merger will 
have to come from them. 

The ABC is moving toward 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Whether they will ever merge 
I do not know. I do know that 
some of their leading men in 
the northeastern states prefer the 
Disciples to the Southern Bap- 
tists. If the ABC and SBC ever 


a chat with Chet 


Chester A. Sillars 


merge some of the ABC men 
will want to come into our fold. 

There is one place where we 
are very much unlike. The Bap- 
tists have no plea of unity in 
their history. We do. It is at this 
one major point in our heritage 
that we find a common ground 
with the new United Church of 
Christ. 


The United Church is making 
it known to all evangelical Chris- 
tians that it is a Uniting Church. 
After a century and one half of 
preaching unity and dividing, we 
in the main stream of the Camp- 
bell tradition find much to attract 
us in a uniting church. 

Not many things would please 
me more than to have the ABC 
and our convention move to- 
gether into the United Church. 
That is, if the United Church 
wants us. I believe it does. 

As I stated in an _ earlier 
column, our recent conventions 
have given our leaders what 
amounts to a mandate to talk 
with the United Church. 








